
I-
2
9
5

Forest

C
on

gr
es

s

P
in

e

Fore

Park

Spr
in

g

S
tate

D
eering

S
aw

y
er

Preble

S
ain

t Jo
h

n

B
ro

ad
w

ay

V
alley

Danforth

C
um

be
rl
an

d

Baxter

Y
o

rk

C

E

Cottage

Fox

N
ea

l

N
orth

O
cean

M
ar

gin
al

C
asco B

ay

D

Pitt

B

Brackett

C
om

m
er

ci
al

H
ig

h
Grant

Franklin

Q

A

M
u
ssey

Fre
e

V
au

g
h

an

West

E
lm

A
n

d
er

s o
n

W
ashin

gton
N

oyes

W
aterm

an

H
arriet

M
id

dle

Fal
m

ou
th

O
ak

India

S
ch

o
o

l

Clif
to

n

G
ra

y

S
tan

fo
rd

Front

D
ar

tm
outh

O
xf

or
d

West Commercial

Brighton

S
heridan

M
arg

aret

G
ilm

an

Hersey

Vannah

K
en

neb
ec

3rd

C
enter

W
inter

C
o
v
e

W
ill

ia
m

2nd

Sa
le

m

P
arris

Eastern Promenade

F

Sherman

Clark

H
an

o
v
er

O
akdale

C
utter

Sm
ith

Plea
sa

nt

Coyle

C
ross

C
h

ad
w

ic
k

Bedfo
rd

W
aln

u
t

M
orning

Carroll

G
ra

nite

Vesper

M
ellen

Market

Fed
er

al

Som
er

se
t

A
ld

er

Codman

Chase

C
hestnut

M
yrtleLan

ca
ste

r

Chenery

M
unjoy

Q
ue

be
c

A
tlantic

Pearl

P
ay

so
n

W
ash

burn

Cobb

Spru
ce

Portland

W
ils

on

C
lem

o
n
s

D
ean

e

M
ayo

S
u

m
m

it

Tate

6th

Silver

E
xeter

N
ew

bury

Tur
ne

r

B
oyd

C
ar

le
to

n

D
y
er

Woodfords

Fes
se

nd
en

R
ich

lan
d

U
nion

M
errill

V
in

cen
t

S
ain

t Jam
es

B
row

n

Exchange

L
arch

Stone

W
e s

te
rn

 P
r o

m
e n

ad
e

City

Sprauge

Kellogg

M
oo

dy

Tyng

A
v

o
n

C
edar

Bra
m

hal
l

T
h

o
m

as

W
ilm

ot

B
rattle

Adams

H
av

en

Bowdoin

Highland

Mountfort

Em
erson

H
en

le
y

D
ev

o
n
sh

ir
e

M
on

tre
al

St Lawrence

1st

M
ay

M
el

bo
ur

ne

D
o
w

W
aterville

Bel
m

ont

Ashmont

D
ee

rf
ie

ld

Clif
fo

rd

C
asco

F
letcher

Lincoln

M
arrin

er

M
ilk

W
harf

R
o
b
erts

Su
m

m
er

M
itchell

M
ai

n

D
iam

ond

H
ow

ard

D
urham

Longfellow

M
elrose

Se
w

ag
e 

Pl
an

t

Pierce

Tay
lo

r

Tem
ple

L
o

w
ell

W
ood

m
ont

M
ar

st
o

n

G
reenleaf

E
m

ery

Mosher

County
Storer

B
row

ns W
harf

L
afayette

K
en

w
ood

O
 Brion

U
nion W

harf

G
rand

Winslow

O
g
d
en

sb
u
rg

Hill

W
ood

Eve
re

tt

H
am

m
o
n
d

R
o
o
sev

elt

Ban
k

Fre
der

ic
k

Maple

Shef
fie

ld

C
leeve

Cush
m

an

H
al

l

Revere

W
idgerys W

harf
Portland Pier

M
echanic

H
in

ck
le

y

C
harles

B
el

m
ea

de

A
rli

ng
to

n

B
al

la
rd

L
in

d
en

Kincaid

B
riggs

G
r a

ce

Jefferson

O
range

M
ar

sh
al

l

O
'N

eil

W
al

k
er

B
eckett

South

Orch
ar

d

B
ea

ch

R
an

d
all

Gould

United States H
ighway 1

H
il

ls
id

e

Beverly

Virginia

Chapel

Locust
C

otton

Barstow

H
ancock

Boynton

H
olw

ell

Fen
w

ic
k

Palmer

Portland Fish Pier

Hobsons W
harf

Cham
berla

in

B
ayside

Rodger

Ponce

D
ana

Sou
le

V
ern

o
n

H
olyoke W

harf

Surrenden

W
inthrop

Foundary

W
eym

outh

N
ye

C
handler W

harf

H
an

so
n 

S

Crescent

C
at

he
rin

e

Mast

Monroe

Freem
an

C
ustom

 H
se W

harf

H
em

lo
ck

L
ong W

harf

Ricker Park

T
ham

es

H
an

so
n

C
ustom

s H
ouse W

harf

Hartford

Castle

Edmund S Muskie

G
ra

sm
er

e

B
ly

th

H
o

m
es

t e
ad

D
er

m
ot

Jo
y

Monument

Su
m

ne
r

Skyline

M
ontgom

ery

Harbor

Webster

Ocean Street

Houlton

Eas
t L

an
ca

ste
r

H
ig

h 
S
tr

ee
t

G
ui

lf
or

d

M
u

n
jo

y
 S

o
u

th

Custom House

Clark

H
igh

F
o
rest

Park

M
on

um
en

t

L
in

co
ln

Bank

M
aple

Taylor

Fed
er

al

A

High

Crescent

Atlantic

T
ho

m
asMechanic

Forest

R
ic

ke
r 
P
ar

k

S
chool

W
as

hb
ur

n

Chestn
ut

E

P
reb

le

O
xf

or
d

W
al

nu
t

Coyle

D
O

ce
an

F
ree

Pi
ne

Cove

Deering

C

Pearl

E
m

ery

E
lm

O
ak

N
ew

bury

O
xf

or
d

M
arket

M
arrin

er

C
o

ttag
e

Portland's Hard to Count Census Areas are in 
Downtown Portland and South Portland

Legend

Block Group Hard to Count Scores

0 - 36

37 - 59

60 - 128

PORTLAND, MAINE: Why An Accurate Census Count Matters!
Hard To Count Block Groups + Federal Grant Dollars
Sensitive to Census Count

"HARD TO COUNT" BLOCK GROUPS:

The Census Bureau counts the people every 10 years. The next Census count is 2010. In 

some areas it is harder to count the people because some people are afraid to provide 

information to census workers, some census workers are afraid to talk with people in

their neighborhoods, and some people live in hard to find locations. 

The Census Bureau has provided data to show in which areas people have been 

hard to count. This data is shown by BLOCK GROUPS within each county. The 

Census Bureau ranks each Census BLOCK GROUP 

on a scale from 0 to 128.

The Census Bureau uses 12 factors to set a score for each BLOCK GROUP. The MEAN 

score for all BLOCK GROUPS in the US is 36.6. 

The MEAN is the AVERAGE score for all BLOCK GROUPS in the US.

BLOCK GROUPS that score from 37 to 59 are above the average and are HARDER TO 

COUNT. 

The Census Bureau regards all Census BLOCK GROUPS that score from 60 to 

128 as the HARDEST TO COUNT: Where people with the greatest risk of an 

undercount live.

HOW THIS MAP WORKS:

The map uses 3 color codes to identify the scoring range for each Census BLOCK GROUP.

CREAM color represents the lowest range, below the MEAN, where people are EASIER TO COUNT.
GREEN color represents the mid-range, above the MEAN, whre people are HARDER TO COUNT .
RED color is the highest range above the MEAN and represents the HARDEST TO COUNT Block Groups.

ALLOCATION OF FEDERAL GRANTS:

Every year the US Government provides to states, counties and municipalities grant 
funds that are allocated on the basis of the census count. These grants are sensitive 
to the census count. When there is an undercount low-wealth communities of color
lose substantial federal funds to which they are entitled. In 2008 all of the counties 
in the State of MAINE received in federal grants sensitive to the census count a total 
of $2.9 billion. In 2008 the CITY OF PORTLAND received in federal grants sensitive 
to the census count a total of $32.9 MILLION.

These grants are itemized on the website of the Consolidated Federal Funds Report at:
http://www.census.gov/govs/cffr/
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